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Call to Order: 
Chair Andrew Abernathy opened the public hearing at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Alliance. 
 
Roll Call: 
Nancy Fuller, G. Tinnie Graves, Andrew Abernathy, Mark Romero and Dennis Bringham were 
present.  A quorum was present.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Chair Andrew Abernathy introduced the new business item, a recommendation on the proposed 
amendment to the Benson City Code to regulate the time, place and manner of the use of 
buildings, structures and land related to the operation of marijuana facilities.  He noted the 
Commission had met several times during the months of February and March to discuss the 
amendment, which stemmed from the November 2020 vote to legalize recreational marijuana in 
Arizona and which allows cities to regulate or prohibit recreational marijuana as well as the 
testing facilities related to the marijuana trade.   
Mr. Abernathy stated the Commission is recommending a specific geographic boundary with 
marijuana facilities limited to the east and west of Ocotillo, from Darby south to the railroad 
tracks.  He confirmed that City Council has the final decision, whether they accept the 
Commission recommendation or amend aspects of the proposed ordinance, including the policy 
question of whether to prohibit recreational marijuana and testing facilities.  Mr Abernathy said 
the Commission recommendation helps the public understand what the Commission thinks are 
reasonable expectations for land use, though other issues, such as taxes and public safety, are 
outside Commission jurisdiction and are for Council to decide.  
Commissioner Dennis Bringham commented that the Commission had taken many factors into 
consideration over several discussions, including that fact that 4th Street is the main thoroughfare 
through town, the potential visibility of a marijuana facility on 4th Street, and the proximity of 
lower historic 4th Street to parks.  Mr. Bringham also mentioned traffic patterns and concerns 
about Highway 90 particularly the concern from the Police Department about response time.  He 
closed by noting the Commission had considered many factors in determining the recommended 
geographic location and reiterated Chair Abernathy, stating the Commission did not consider 
anything, such as taxation, other land use issues.   
Chair Andrew Abernathy asked if there was further discussion.  Commissioner Dennis Bringham 
motioned to recommended approval of the Article 9-5 Marijuana code amendment to City 
Council.  Commissioner G. Tinnie Graves seconded.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Adjournment: 
Commissioner Tinnie Graves motioned to adjourn at 7:07PM.  Commission Mark Romero 
seconded.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 


